
Vowels

------------------Short Vowels, and Word Families ------------------

 The vowel sound heard in cat is the short /a/ vowel sound. The most common 
spelling is a. There are, however, other spellings of the short /a/ vowel sound. These 
include ai in plaid, au in laugh and aunt, al in calf and half, and a-e in have. 

The letter e makes several sounds. The most common representation of the short /e/ 
vowel sound is in words where the vowel is in a closed pattern, as in red, bed, den, 
and vet. It also appears in the initial position in words like egg. There are other ways 

to represent the short /e/ vowel sound, such as the ai in said, ay in says, and ie in friend. 

The letter i makes several sounds. The most common representation of the short /i/ 
vowel sound is in words where the vowel is in a closed pattern, as in fit, win, wig,  
fish, and click. It also appears in the initial position in words like in, inn, if, it, and 

ink. 

The letter o makes several sounds. The most common representation of the short /o/ 
vowel sound is in words where the vowel is in a closed pattern, such as in dot, hot,  
dock, frog, and clock. There are other ways to represent the short /o/ vowel sound, 

such as ou in cough, oh in John, and au in astronaut. 

The letter u makes several sounds. The most common representation of the short /u/ 
vowel sound is in words where the vowel is in a closed pattern, as in cut, hug, bus,  
duck, and truck. It also appears in the initial position in words like up. There are 

other ways to represent the short /u/ vowel sound, such as the o in son, ou in double, and oo in 
flood. 
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------------------Long Vowels - VCe Pattern ------------------

The VCe long /a/ spelling as in gate is a common spelling of the long /a/ vowel 
sound. There are, however, other spellings of the long /a/ vowel sound. These 
include ai as in maid, and ay as in play. In some cases, the VCe pattern does not 

represent the long /a/ vowel sound, as in are, palace, and courage. 

When two vowels combine to make one sound, it is called a digraph. Long /e/ 
digraphs can be tricky. They can be written as ee as in seem, ea as in dream, or ie as 
in field. It can be challenging for children to recognize and spell digraphs because 

they must recognize the two letters together, rather than recognize a one-sound, one-letter 
correspondence. There are also times when the ea digraph does not make a long /e/ vowel sound, 
as in feather.  Note: Vowel digraphs are often open vowels, as in bee and flea.

The VCe long /i/ vowel spelling as in kite is a common spelling of the long /i/ vowel 
sound. There are other ways to spell the long /i/ vowel sound. These include ight as 
in night and might, i as in bind and kind, and y as in fly. In some cases, this VCe 

pattern does not represent the long /i/ vowel sound, as in receive and receptive.

The VCe long /o/ vowel spelling as in rose is a common spelling of the long /o/ 
vowel sound. There are, however, other spellings of the long /o/ vowel sound. These 
include oe as in goes, oa as in float, o as in tomato, and ow as in show. In some cases, 

the VCe pattern does not represent the long /o/ vowel sound, as in above, move, and shove.

The VCe long /u/ vowel spelling as in cube is only one spelling of the long /u/ vowel 
sound. There are other spellings of the long /u/ vowel sound. These include oo as in 
moon, ui as in suit, ou as in soup, and ough as in through. In some cases, this VCe 

pattern does not represent the long /u/ vowel sound, as in assure, treasure, and pressure.  Note: 

There is some debate about whether the sound in words like cube is the same as the sound in words like flute  
because of a slight difference in pronunciation. 
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--------------Explanation of Open Vowels, --------------
Vowel Digraphs, and Other Vowel Patterns 

Open Vowels
Open vowels are long vowels found at the end of words. They are called open vowels 
because they are the last sound in a word, and there is no closing consonant. The 
vowel sound is in final position.

Vowel Digraphs 
When two vowels combine to make one sound, it is called a digraph. Long /e/ 
digraphs can be tricky. They can be written as ee as in seem, ea as in dream, or ie as 
in field. It can be challenging for children to recognize and spell digraphs because 

they must recognize the two letters together, rather than recognize a one-sound, one-letter 
correspondence. There are also times when the ea digraph does not make a long /e/ vowel sound, 
as in feather.   Note: Vowel digraphs are often open vowels, as in bee and flea.

The short /e/ digraph is the most common representation of the short /e/ vowel 
sound. The short /e/ digraph is represented with the letters ea as in weather. The ea 
digraph representing the short /e/ sound only appears in medial position. There are 

times when the ea digraph does not make a short e sound, as in eat and sea.

When two vowels combine to make one sound, it is called a digraph. Long /a/ 
digraphs can be tricky. They can be written as ai as in nail, ea as in bear, eigh as in 
eight, ey as in grey, or ay as in tray. The long /a/ vowel sound is also expressed in the 

VCe spelling pattern, as in hare. It can be challenging for children to recognize and spell digraphs 
because they must recognize two letters that combine to make one sound, rather than recognize a 
one-sound, one-letter correspondence.  
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------------------Vowel Digraphs Con't------------------

When two vowels combine to make one sound, it is called a digraph. Long /a/ 
digraphs can be tricky. They can be written as ai as in nail, ea as in bear, eigh as in 
eight, ey as in grey, or ay as in tray. The long /a/ vowel sound is also expressed in the 

VCe spelling pattern, as in hare. It can be challenging for children to recognize and spell digraphs 
because they must recognize two letters that combine to make one sound, rather than recognize a 
one-sound, one-letter correspondence.  

Long /o/ digraphs are a little more reliable than other digraphs in terms of 
pronunciation. The oa, oe, and ow digraphs make the long /o/ vowel sound. The long 
/o/ digraph can appear in initial, final, and medial positions in words. Another 

common spelling for the long /o/ vowel sound is the VCe pattern, as in note. 

-------------- Other Vowel Patterns------------------
The long /i/ category of phonetic elements includes i and igh as in the words child, 
find, and night. The long /i/ sound is sometimes referred to as a diphthong. 
However, for the purposes of this lesson, it will be treated as a single unit of sound. 
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------------------Variant Vowels------------------
 The variant vowel oo letter combination, as in hoop, blue, and new, is fairly 
consistent in its pronunciation. The oo letter combination can also make the short /u/ 
sound, as in book. Other letter combinations that make the same vowel sound as in 

hoop are eu, as in sleuth, ew as in chew, o as in do, ue as in cue, and the VCe pattern in the 
words tube and lute. 

 The variant vowel spelling pattern oo stands for the same vowel sound as in the word good. The 

other spelling patterns that stand for this variant vowel sound are oul and u as in the words should 
and pull. 

 The variant vowel /o/ spellings a and aw, as in ball, walk, and saw are fairly reliable 
in terms of the sound they represent. They represent the /ah/ vowel sound. The other 
letter combinations that make the same vowel sound include o as in lost, augh as in 

vault, and ough as in thought. 
The variant vowel /o/ spellings a and aw, as in ball, walk, and saw are fairly reliable 
in terms of the sound they represent. They represent the /ah/ vowel sound. The other 
letter combinations that make the same vowel sound include o as in toss, augh as in 

caught, and ough as in thought. 

------------------Diphthongs ------------------
The diphthong /oi/ letter combinations oi and oy are rather reliable in terms of 

pronunciation. They make the /oi/ sound as in boil and oyster. The /oi/ sound is 
reliably spelled in these two ways, so in this case, exceptions do not need to be taught. 

Both oi and oy are fairly easy for children to recognize in words at this level. 

The diphthong /ou/ letter combinations ow and ou are reliable in terms of 
pronunciation. They make the /ow/ sound as in cow and pout. The /ow/ sound is 
reliably spelled in these two ways, so in this case, exceptions do not need to be taught. 

Both ow and ou are fairly easy for children to recognize at this level. 
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------------------R-Controlled Vowels ------------------
 

The r-controlled /o/ vowel sound as in corn can be spelled in a few different ways. 
The vowel sound can be spelled or as in for and store, oar as in soar, and our as in 
pour. R-controlled vowels are treated as one sound even though you may hear two 

sounds. 

The r-controlled /ar/ vowel sound as in care can be spelled in a few different ways. It 
can be spelled are as in care, air as in hair, ear as in bear, eir as in their, ere as in 
there, ey're as in they're, aire as in extraordinaire, and ayer as in prayer. It can be a 

difficult sound for children to recognize. R-controlled vowels are treated as one sound even 
though you may hear two sounds. 

The r-controlled /ar/ vowel sound as in car is spelled ar. R-controlled vowels are 
treated as one sound even though you may hear two sounds. 

The r-controlled /ur/ vowel sound as in curl can be spelled in a few different ways. It 
can be spelled er as in term, ir as in dirt, and ur as in curl. R-controlled vowels are 
treated as one sound even though you may hear two sounds. 

------------------Other Vowels ------------------
The schwa is the vowel sound in many lightly pronounced unaccented syllables in 
words of more than one syllable. It's a vowel that can't remember the sound it's 
supposed to make, so it scratches its head and goes "uh" like the 'u' in supply. 
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